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Rector’'s Message

Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straigh
21:28.

t -- Luke

This Advent we have wonderful opportunities for worship and
service as we prepare to celebrate the coming of Jesus. We have
been blessed with a productive fall season at Christ Church, and
look to a new year with new possibilities and prospects.

We welcome the Rev. Stephanie Douglas-Bowman to our clergy
team at Christ Church. Stephanie will be shouldering special
responsibility for ministries to Children, Youth and Young Families
as well as ministry in pastoral care and liturgical leadership. We
look forward to Stephanie in these vital areas of ministry and
warmly welcome her aboard.

Don'’t forget our annual children’s Christmas party December 3™
from noon to 2:00 pm or our Children Christmas Pageant, which
will run during sermon time at the 9:00 am and 10:45 am services
on the Fourth Sunday of Advent, December 18™.

Special thanks to Sally Campbell who is leading a new children’s
praise band that will lead worship at the 5:00 pm Family service
on Christmas Eve.

Our Advent afternoons will be enlivened with special services at
4:00 pm. Come and enjoy some patrticularly creative and dynamic

worship:
November 27 Advent Evensong - Book of Common Prayer
December 4 Praise Service - Sally Campbell and the Praise

Team

Journey to Bethlehem - The Rev. Mark Curtis,
Diocese of Niagara

Nine Lessons and Carols - Christ Church Choir
and Praise Team

December 11

December 18

(Continued page 2)
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Warm, Friendly, Caring...

Christ Church Anglican is a warm and caring community that has been serving God in
Brampton since its inception in 1851. We are fully wheelchair accessible, having a ramp at the
west door on Elizabeth Street, and an elevator in the David Jones Cloister outside the narthex.
Free parking is also available nearby.

Sunday Services include a Said Eucharist at 7:45 am, a Contem-
porary Eucharist at 9:00 am, and a Choral Eucharist at 10:45 am.
There is a nursery for children under 3 at the 9:00 am and 10:45 am
services. Sunday school classes are available for children aged 3 to
12 at both the 9:00 am and 10:45 am services. We also have
occasional intergenerational special events for youth.

Baptisms are celebrated at specific dates throughout the year. The
church provides preparation for sponsors, godparents, and older
candidates. Application forms for baptism at the reception.

Christ Church is active in community outreach, supports the
Knights’ Table, Salvation Army’s Family Life Centre, Our Place
Peel, and patrticipates in Caring and Sharing at Christmas.

Not only do we have committed lay participation in all aspects of worship, we have a number of
active fellowship groups within the parish. This includes the Parish Group and Ladies’
Fellowship Group, who meet monthly.

We hope you are interested by what you read within these pages, decide to learn more about
us, and become more involved yourself, with our active and friendly parish community.

Rector's Message (continued)

Special Christmas Services include:
Christmas Eve - 5:00 pm (family), 7:00 pm (contemporary), 9:00 pm (traditional) and
11:00 pm (traditional)
Christmas Day, Sunday December 25" (one service only) - 10:00 am
New Year’s Day, Sunday January 1% (one service only) - 10:00 am
Baptism of Jesus, Sunday January 8" (three services) - 7:45, 9:00 and 10:45

Congratulations to Kathy Newbert and everyone who worked so hard to make our annual
Christmas bazaar such a success. There were great deals to be had and the bazaar generated
a warm sense of hospitality as well as almost $10,000 generated for outreach and special
projects. Check out our web site for a slide show commemorating the event.

Congratulations also to our Organist and Choir Master; André Rakus, for being invited to be
the organist for the annual Big Sing at Roy Thompson Hall this year and to our choir for their
wonderful support of this event.
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Rector’'s Message (continued)

Advent and Christmas are times of great need for those who are raising children, on fixed
incomes or find themselves out of work. At Christ Church, we respond to these needs as they
present themselves in our midst, across the street or around the world. Our Caring and
Sharing at Christmas time project is off to a great start thanks to Jean Jamieson and her band
of willing volunteers. Please consider supporting this very worthwhile effort to help those who
need assistance this Christmas.

On a personal level we are all invited to prepare the way of the Lord and to make our paths
straight. We are invited to consider anew what we are doing and to clear away all that which is
unnecessary from our lives in order that the path of the Holy one of God may be made straight
into our hearts, relationships and actions.

May each of you find this Advent journey fruitful as you look up and see your redemption
coming to you in the one and only name given for Salvation; Jesus Christ.

Almighty God,

Give us grace to cast out the works of darkness
And put on the armor of light,

Now in the time of this mortal life

In which your Son Jesus Christ

Came to us in great humility,

That on the last day,

When he shall come again in glorious majesty
To judge both the living and the dead,

We may rise to the life immortal

Through him who lives and reigns

With you and the Holy Spirit

One God, now and forever. AMEN.

-- Byron'
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Advisory Board Update

The following is an abridged summary of some of the items discussed at the November 15,
2011 Advisory Board meeting. Holly Adam opened the meeting with a devotional.

Financial Report
The financial status as of September 30, 2011 was distributed for review. In summary, while
income is down to plan so are our expenses resulting in an even net budget to actual.

Property Committee
The back door and frame at 18 Elizabeth St. was replaced following a break-in late October.
Further maintenance work is being planned at the house where needed.

There are still some outstanding issues in CAJ renovations. The committee is following up with
these to ensure that everything is completed after the summer. A speaker will be installed in
the nursery room by splicing off the existing sound system so that volunteers and parents can
still hear the service even though they are not in the sanctuary.

Outreach

Local Outreach from August to October totaled more than $12,000 from events sponsored
directly by Christ Church or by events that our parishioners were deeply involved in organizing.
These events included:

Colours in the Storm supporting Our Place Peel

Ride for Refuge supporting Regeneration

Fall Fashion Show supporting the Grandmothers to Grandmothers campaign
Special offerings directed to Council of the North and Eurovangelism

Clergy Report

We have been blessed with a number of Baptismal families having celebrated 4 Baptism on All
Saints and another 4 scheduled for the Reign of Christ. The Wednesday morning study The
Jesus Creed has been well received.

The bi-monthly Eucharist at Southbrooke will now be presided over by St. James the Apostle,
who celebrated it on the alternate months. Home communion will still be provided to our
parishioners who reside there.

The Children’s Christmas Party is scheduled for December 3 and the Children’s Pageant will
be presented at the 9:00 and 10:45 services on December 18. Sally Campbell is working with
a Junior Praise Team that will provide the music at the 5:00 pm Christmas Eve service.

There will be only one 10:00 am service on the Sundays of Christmas Day and New Year's
Day. Our music ministry is expanding and there will always be a call for talent and resources at
both services

-- Martha Whittaker (abridged by Jeffrey White)
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Liturgical Schedule
December 4, 2011 to February 26, 2012

December 4, 2011 — Advent 2
7:45 AM Said Eucharist
9:00 AM Contemporary Eucharist
10:45 AM Choral Eucharist
4:00 PM Praise Service

December 11, 2011 — Advent 3
7:45 AM Said Eucharist
9:00 AM Contemporary Eucharist
10:45 AM Choral Eucharist
4:00 PM Coming Home to the Heart of
Christmas

December 18, 2011 — Advent 4
7:45 AM Said Eucharist
9:00 AM Contemporary Eucharist
10:45 AM Choral Eucharist
4:00 PM Lessons & Carols

December 24, 2011 — Christmas
5:00 PM Children's Service
7:00 PM Family Eucharist
9:00 PM Choral Eucharist
11:00 PM Choral Eucharist
*Carol singing at 6:30, 8:30 and 10:30 PM

December 25, 2011 — Christmas Day
10:00 AM Said Eucharist with hymns

January 1, 2012 — Epiphany of the Lord
10:00 AM Choral Eucharist

Laying on of Hands

Is anyone among you sick? Then they must call for t
the church and they are to pray over them, anointin

January 8, 2012 — Baptism of the Lord
7:45 AM Said Eucharist
9:00 AM Contemporary Eucharist
10:45 AM Choral Eucharist

January 15, 2012 — Epiphany 2
7:45 AM Said Eucharist
9:00 AM Contemporary Eucharist
10:45 AM Choral Eucharist

January 22, 2012 — Epiphany 3 to
February 12, 2012 — Epiphany 6
7:45 AM Said Eucharist
9:00 AM Contemporary Eucharist
10:45 AM Choral Eucharist

February 19, 2012 — Transfiguration
7:45 AM Said Eucharist
9:00 AM Contemporary Eucharist
10:45 AM Choral Eucharist

February 22, 2012 — Ash Wednesday
7:00 AM Said Eucharist
10:00 AM Contemporary Eucharist
7:00 PM Choral Eucharist

February 26, 2012 — Lent 1
7:45 AM Said Eucharist
9:00 AM Contemporary Eucharist
10:45 AM Choral Eucharist

he elders of
g them with oil
faith will restore

in the name of the Lord; and the prayer offered in
the one who is sick -- James 5:14-15 (NAS)

At Christ Church we offer this anointing on the first Sunday of each
month at the time of the Eucharist to any who are struggling with
physical or emotional distress. Please take advantage of this beautiful,
ancient practice.
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Around the Sanctuary

December’'s Advent Banner
The work of Ross Brock, this wooden triptych with a fabric background is of The Jesse Tree.

December’s Christmas Banners

Madonna and Child, in gilt-simulated leather on deep blue velvet, was given by the Breen
family. Nativity, which is hung in the Canon Watts Way was pieced and sewn by Nancy Taylor
and quilted by the Dorcas Group.

January’s Epiphany Banner
Created by the late Ruth Bagshaw, it is of The Three Kings.

February's Banner

Worked by Joan Shaner on behalf of the Knit And Stitch Group, the predominantly blue banner
depicts God's love as symbolized by The Star; the light of God's love which shines in our lives
(white), and how we reflect that love back into the world (pink).

Parish Registry
Baptisms

October 30, 2011 — All Saints

Ryan Holliss born July 2, 2007

Brayden Holliss born February 2, 2011

Ryan Michael Wiggins DiDomizio born May 14
Chizaram Osondu Chigekwu Okoli born June 28, 2011

November 20, 2011 — The Reign of Chris

Elliani Laurenza Desrochers born October 19, 2011
Tyrell Joseph Henry-Camilleri born August 25, 2011
Amy Christie Sheppard born December 23, 2010
Keagan Farrington Crowe born May 4, 2010

Funerals & Memorials

October 21, 2011
Frederick Charles Bacon born December 17, 1915 died October 14, 2011

October 27, 2011
Mary Lindsay “Linda” Burnham born January 27, 1927 died October 20, 2011

November 14, 2011
Keith Dixon Phillips born July 31, 1924 died November 9, 2011
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Group Updates
Choir Director Update

A spectacular night of great singing took place on November the 6™ at Roy Thomson Hall.
Members from our Choir, the Praise Team, and from the congregation from both the 9:00 and
10:45 services all joined together in Christian unity singing some of the most beloved hymns.
We also enjoyed sitting together in fellowship for dinner at Shoeless Joe's that same evening
as the hour of the concert drew closer.

From the beautiful singing by the choirs and audience, to the Pipes and Drums of the Highland
Creek Band, the artist who painted that beautiful painting, the soloists (the 11 year old boy and
Hiram Joseph), and the guest choir. What a moving experience!

| would like to thank all those who took the time to come out to choir practices, some who
came from beyond Brampton in order to prepare for and participate in this faith-filled event. |
would also like to thank the members of the congregation who were able to come and attend in
the audience for their support. Many thanks to Ted Walters for making arrangements to get a
bus for everyone, and for driving it as well.

There are still more thanks in order! Thank you to those who have not only come to choir
rehearsals for the Big Sing but who helped out in our Remembrance Sunday Service, and to
those who have decided to remain and join our Choir. Greater and still even greater things are
possible when more and more people come together in unity in praise of our God! Mark
November 18, 2012 on your calendars for the next Big Sing!

Advent is now upon us, and | would like to draw your attention to the following services:

Sunday November 27" at 4:00 pm - Choral Evensong

Sunday December 18" at 4:00 pm - Festival of Lessons and Carols with both our choir
and the Praise Team

Saturday December 24th - Christmas Eve with our choir, guest soloists, and organ at
9:00 pm and 11:00 pm.

It is not too late to be a part of the Advent/Christmas Choir joining forces with our Chancel
Choir. This is an opportunity to have an active role in these exciting services, a chance to be a
part of a fun and welcoming team, to learn more about singing, music, and worship, and to
help make our worship beautiful because it's people that make all the difference.

Wishing you all a blessed Christmas and New Year.

In Christ,
-- André Rakus
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CCN (Christ Church Needlers)
Craft nights to continue...

Many of us were moved by Kevin’s sermon/slide show in October, which depicted the plight of
the gypsies in Romania and Macedonia. It was shocking to hear that children are not permitted
to attend school without proof of their birth and citizenship. Kevin gave a young child her first
doll, knitted by a lady in Scotland. While working on Wednesday night crafts for the bazaar, we
realized that we could spend an enjoyable evening working on our crafts and bring some
comfort to the gypsies at the same time.

Bring a friend or neighbour and come join us starting January 2012. Every third Wednesday
evening, we will have a demonstration on making small projects to keep the gypsies warm or a
wool toy to play with. Every other month the demonstration will be a Christmas Bazaar item.
This will then allow two months to complete our crochet/knitting donation for either.

When shopping keep your eyes open for:
Two balls in contrast Christmas colours of pomp a doodle wool
Five balls with one contrast, 5 ply chunky yarn

Projects will be on an easy level. For more details contact Evelyn St. Clair. Further details will
be found in the bulletin come January.

No one is useless in the world who lightens the bur den of anyone else -- Romans 15:1-2

-- Kathy Newbert and Evelyn St. Clair

Fellowship Group
All ladies are welcome to join us the 2" Wednesday of every month at 7:30 pm.

Our Christmas meeting is on December 14™. There will be a short meeting
followed with entertainment and refreshments and we are asking you to
please bring toiletries for the women at the shelter with you. These items
could include toothbrush, toothpaste, bath oil, bubble bath, soap, lotion,
shampoo, conditioner, razors, shave gel, sanitary napkins, tampons, and
hand sanitizer. Trial sizes are great. If you would like to include the
children at the shelter please consider bringing toothbrushes, toothpaste,
soap and shampoo. Please do not wrap the items.

On January 11" we will have our pot luck supper and penny auction. The meeting will start at
6:30 pm. Please remember that annual dues must be paid at this meeting. After a fantastic
supper, we will have a short meeting with elections, and then the fun starts with the penny
auction. Come and see what we are all about. | can guarantee you will be made welcome and
enjoy our time together.

| look forward to seeing you at our meetings

-- Nancy Perrault (Chair)
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Parish News
Altar Flowers

Once again we contemplate the joyous Christmas Season when we remember the birth of our
Saviour. You are invited to remember your loved ones by contributing to the floral decorations
for the Christmas Season.

Please make cheques payable to Christ Church Brampton, clearly marking your envelope
number and noting “Christmas Season Flower Fund”. Your donations may be put on the
offering plate or left at the church office. Please include your written memorials in a separate
envelope to the attention of Karen Harper or leave them at the church office.

The deadline for Christmas donations and memorials is Sunday December 11, 2011.

We appreciate your usual generosity, which ensures a beautifully decorated church to worship
in during this Christmas Season

-- Karen Harper

Church Calendars

Church calendars can be purchased between the services on Sundays or from Martha during
the week. They are only $5.00 each.

Advent Concert

The Christ Church Praise Team presents; Advenio — Reflections of the Season
Join us on December 4, 2011 at 4:00 pm for our Advent concert.
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Caring and Sharing 2011

We are so privileged to be able to bring such hope to so many through this Caring and Sharing
Ministry. Here at Christ Church we have already begun to prepare to bring Christmas to our
families whom are finding it more difficult this year. We are preparing personalized ornaments
and stockings for our recipients this year! You will find them hanging on our Caring and
Sharing Tree. Each ornament and stocking represents a gift or stocking to be filled and with
God’s grace we hope to UNTRIM OUR TREE this year!

You can choose to buy a gift or fill a stocking by taking an ornament or stocking home (gift
ideas are included). Each ornament or stocking has a ribbon attached which indicates the
family it belongs to, a size to indicate parent, child etc., and a blue/pink dot on the bottom.
There is also a legend which will guide you in your gift giving. You can also ask for advice
whenever the church is open. Please take an ornament or stocking for all those you intend to
help. We trust in God that all those who need help will receive it.

If you would like to give a gift or stocking, but are not comfortable with or able to shop for other
people, feel free to contribute financially and we will do the shopping for you! You may wish to
sign up to volunteer as either a driver for our delivery date, a packer/wrapper or a purchaser
for last minute gifts. Whatever talents you have to give are greatly appreciated.

You could also contribute towards gift certificates for the families’ groceries to help with
Christmas dinner or purchase a plastic tote for the gifts. Please clearly indicate Caring and
Sharing upon your donation envelopes or cheques you deposit into our red donation box.

On Sunday, December 18 ™ we will all bring in our gifts and stockings, and they will be
delivered to our families the same day by our volunteer drivers.

May blessings overflow!
-- Jean Jamieson

Community Outreach Requests

Christ Church once again remembered those at Brampton’s’ Knights Table at Thanksgiving.
Three generous carloads were brought from our parish and unloaded by a few very grateful
men. | heard one gentleman express that “this place saved my life”, and “thank you to all that
support it”. The following Sunday he showed up to give thanks and express his gratitude to you
all. He is now telling his story to children to bring awareness to the dangers of drug use.

Regular deliveries are taken to the Salvation Army woman'’s shelter. The staff is always very
grateful for the ongoing support from Christ Church for their women and children. At present
there seems to be a great need for diapers and wipes so please keep these babies in mind
while out shopping!

For both the Knights Table and the Salvation Army — donations can be dropped off in the
Narthex. Please contact Jeannie Jamieson if you have some spare time for helping with
deliveries this coming holiday season.

Thank You and God Bless!
-- Jean Jamieson
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Primate's World Relief and Development Fund Update
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Looking for a different Christmas greeting card to send this year? A Christmas card that is

beautiful, has a Christian message and supports the work of PWRDF is available at $15.00 for

a pack of 12.

Please note that the 2011 PWRDF Christmas Cards “Visible Spirit”
are now sold out. Those wishing to support PWRDF through the
Christmas Card program may still order the 2010 cards from Ricky de
Castro at rdecastro@pwrdf.org or call 416-924-9199 ext. 318.

Image from 2010 cards:
-- Gloria Watts

Financial Update

The following is a preliminary snapshot of our financial health for the year up to the end of

September. Should you require further information or clarification, please feel free to speak

with one of our Wardens.

September YTD  Budget YTD Variance %
Revenue
Offerings Total $218,612 $230,099 -$11,487 5%
Other Income 41,092 43,938 -2,846  -6%
Total $259,704 $274,037 -$14,333 -5%
Expenses
Administration $24,952 $18,795 $6,157 33%
Christian Education 2,277 3,750 -1,473 -39%
Financial Services 1,396 1,125 271  24%
Music 31,833 30,375 1,458 5
Outreach 38,914 46,879 -7,965 -17%
Property Maintenance 74,064 68,973 5,091 7%
Staff Compensation 111,689 130,011 -18,322 -14%
Total $285,126 $299,908 -$14,782  -5%
Operating Income -$25,422 -$25,871 $449

-- Submitted by the Wardens
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;< Children’s Ministries

The virgin will be with child and will give birth t 0 a son, and they will call him Immanuel
— which means God with us. -- Matthew 1:23

Advent is a special time of the year for the church. It is the season of preparing and waiting.
For many of us it is a busy time of year, as we rush to get our shopping done, wrap that last
present, do our Christmas baking, attend parties and participate in any other traditions we
have with family and friends. It is also a busy time for our children.

They may not have visions of sugar plums dancing in their heads as the story goes, but they
too are caught in the excitement of the season. Whether it is the Christ Church children’s
Christmas party, the Santa Claus parade, writing their letter to Santa hoping for that one
special thing that only Santa can bring, their excitement grows with the wait. It is easy for our
children, as well as us as adults to lose sight of what exactly we are preparing for, what the
wait is about.

Once again this year the children of Christ Church would like to invite you to pause and reflect
on the reason for the season. Please join with them as they celebrate the birth of Christ as
they present A Christmas Nativity Play. The children will perform the play Sunday, December
18"™ at the 9:00 am and 10:45 am services.

Play Rehearsals

All children age 0 to 13 are welcome to participate in the children’s play. Rehearsals will not
take place during Sunday morning worship time. The schedule for rehearsals is as follows:

Sunday, December 4th at 12:00 pm
Sunday, December 11th at 12:00 pm
Dress Rehearsal Saturday, December 17th at 10:00 am

Lunch will be provided at all rehearsals and at the conclusion of the dress rehearsal.

Children’s Christmas Party

The Children’s Christmas party will be held Saturday December 3.
This is a time for the children to celebrate the season through fun,
food and fellowship. | hear that calls are being made to see if Santa
will be able to take time out of his busy schedule once again.

The sign-up sheet is available on Martha’s desk. Please let us
know if your child will be participating this year.
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Religion in Life

The Religion in Life program is open to all members of Girl Guides of Canada
and Scouts Canada. “The purpose of the program is to provide Anglican Scouts
or Guides with an opportunity to explore their faith, to make it a basic part of
their personal life, and to share it with others.”

The Religion in Life program comprises five progressive stages, colour coded
and adapted to the age groups concerned.

Stage 1 — Yellow border (age 7-9)

Stage 2 — Green border (age 10-12)

Stage 3 — Blue border (age 13-15)
Stage 4 — Red border (15+)
Stage 5 — Purple border (Adults)

Christ Church Brampton has had a long standing relationship with Scouts
Canada and more recently with Girl Guides of Canada. A number of our
children and youth are members of these organizations. In January, Father
Byron will be facilitating the Religion in Life program for any members of
Guiding and Scouting who are active members of Christ Church. For further
information please speak with Andrea.

Thank You and Merry Christmas

I am thankful for all of our teachers this year, for the work you do, for the support you give, and
for the love you have for our children. | wish each and every one of you a very blessed Advent
season and a very Merry Christmas.

P.S. There is no Sunday School Christmas Day. Decis ion TBD for New Year’s Day.

-- Andrea White

Christ Church Youth
With Rev. Stephanie just having joined us, we are holding this space for future events.

k|

Christ Church
Senior Youth
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People in our Parish

Featuring short information spotlights on people at Christ Church to help us get to know each
other better. Profiles are randomly selected and approved by The Courier Editor. We are glad
to introduce our new writer, Claude Ho and it seems fitting that one of the first articles should
be about Claude and his family so that we can all get to know just who Claude is.

Claude Ho and Sonia Lee-Ho

Claude and Sonia have been attending Christ
Church for about two years. Prior to this they
attended Trinity Anglican in Streetsville,
Mississauga when they first moved to Brampton
and were looking for a place in which to worship. A
friend of theirs who attended Trinity invited them
there. The parishioners there are just as friendly
as at Christ Church but Claude and Sonia wanted
to be somewhere a little closer to home. Then
another friend, Marjorie Taylor, invited them to
attend Christ Church, Brampton, and they’ve been
hooked on Christ ... Church ever since.

Claude was born in Georgetown, Guyana when it was still under British rule and was known as
British Guiana. In those days family upbringing and ties were very strong and church
attendance for the entire family on Sunday was mandatory. His family attended St. George’s
Cathedral in Georgetown, which, incidentally is said to be the tallest wooden building in the
world. Please google it and learn more about this historical church.

Claude attended primary and secondary education in Georgetown and he then attended the
University of the West Indies, St. Augustine campus in Trinidad & Tobago, where he obtained
a B. Sc. in Agriculture, with a major in Agronomy. He then worked with the then Bookers Sugar
Estates Ltd. in the field experiments discipline of sugar cane cultivation. When he emigrated to
Canada in February, 1977 he held the position of Agronomist in charge of the Sugar Cane
Varieties Breeding Station for all the Bookers Sugar Estates in Guyana.

Sonia was born in the parish of Linstead, Jamaica, when it, too, was still part of the British
West Indies. She grew up in the pleasant surroundings of the Jamaican countryside where she
attended boarding school. She grew up mainly with her grandparents from whom she learned
about strong family ties. She emigrated to Canada in February, 1975.

Sonia and Claude met in Canada after they had both gone through divorces from previous
marriages and the rest, as they say, is history. They have been living in Brampton for over 15
years now. Sonia has 3 children from her first marriage and Claude has one daughter. They
are all adults now and living lives of their own. Two of Sonia’s children are in Canada and the
third lives in Florida. Claude’s daughter lives in Ottawa. Sonia is the proud grandmother of 5,
while Claude’s daughter was just recently married in 2010.

Claude and Sonia usually attend the 9:00 am service.
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Barbara Fairhead

Barbara has joined Jeffrey on the staff of The
Courier as Editor. She brings with her a wealth of
experience gained during her past involvement with
different community papers. She has fond memories
of scissors and glue sticks, and of typing articles,
designing ads and posting them up on large boards.
She welcomes the opportunity to serve the
community of Christ Church in the position of Editor
of The Courier and is keenly looking forward to
dealing with any challenges that dare threaten to
stand in her way!

Barbara was born in London, England. Believing that one should never stop learning, Barbara
gained a B.A. in Economics at York University, Ontario, after getting married and moving to
Canada. She has taught English to French, Italian and Spanish students and has worked on
her M.A. in Counseling. She has always been supportive of her husband and his particular job
and has known the pain of putting down roots only to have to pull them up and move again
because of Neil's job.

Barbara and Neil have been married for 34 years now. They have 3 daughters. The oldest
lives in Victoria, BC and the twins (yes twins) live in Providence, Rhode Island and Boston,
Massachusetts. When Neil eventually retired from his job with Fujitsu, UK they decided to
move to Canada in November 2010, to be near to their 2 daughters in the US and also close to
friends they had made in Brampton when they lived here 20 years ago. It certainly is nice to
know that Brampton and Bramptonians have such a positive influence.

Barbara figures she has found a good home of worship at Christ Church and looks forward to
getting more involved in the future.

She enjoys the two different styles of worship at the 9.00 am and 10.45 am services and does
not yet have a favourite.

Meet the Wardens

Featuring short information spotlights on the new Wardens at Christ Church to help us get to
know each other better. Please stay tuned for future profiles from other new Wardens.
Wardens We've Met

Holly Adam — People’s Warden
Sean Joseph — Deputy Rector’'s Warden
Paul Wren — Deputy People’s Warden

Wardens Yet to Meet
Karen Harper — Rector’'s Warden
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Events Update
Christmas Bazaar

Well, it is all over again for another year! We have baked desserts, made sandwiches,
polished, cleaned, knitted, sewed and crafted for weeks, if not months! And once again
through the effort and generosity of the members of this congregation we have had another
successful year. And we are already thinking about our 67™ annual Christmas Tree Bazaar.

| cannot begin to thank everyone who made this year's bazaar a success and who helped me
through my first year as coordinator; all the conveners, volunteers for the tables, the people
who gave of their time and talents, the people that help set up and tear down, all the back
scene people and the people who helped and guided me along the way. More people than |
can even list here!

The official count is not in at this time, but we have raised approximately $9800.00. A more
detailed report will follow. Many thanks to everyone!

News Flash: A video of this event is available on our youTube channel: http://goo.gl/KNwOh

Do not neglect to do good and to share what you hav e, for such sacrifices are pleasing
to God. -- Hebrews 13:16

-- Kathy Newbert (Christmas Tree Bazaar Coordinator)

£ B ek P — Va e .‘. 77"' - .
Note: This is bigger and in colour in the online version
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Tales from the Knitting Table

Jane and | would like to extend a big thank you to all those who made items for the knitting
table at the bazaar, and of course thanks to those who purchased those items. Some of our
big sellers were stylish twisty scarves (new this year), slippers, children’s mittens and hats, and
dishcloths. We were very busy and managed to raise about $300 more than last year!

For those who are considering making items for next year, feel free to help yourself to yarn that
is available for this purpose. Under the two pews in the back of the C. Allan Johnson
auditorium are several tubs of yarn, sorted by weight. We will be putting out the yarn at various
times over the next year, but if there is something you would like to pick up at other times then
either help yourself or approach Jane or me and we will look for the yarn for you. We are
always in need of more yarn, so if you have extra yarn lying around please consider donating it
to the bazaar.

We did have customers ask for specific items this year. Requested items were:
- Novelty children’s mittens, such as frogs and alligators
Children’s sweaters and cardigans, particularly for ages 1 to 4
Matching hat and mitten sets for children
Adult-sized slippers

Of course, anything that you wish to make for next year’s bazaar will be gratefully accepted.

Finally, Jane and | would like to thank our fabulous volunteers Ann, Nancy, Shirani, and Jean,
and our go-to girl, Morgan. Without these women, the knitting table would not have been as
successful as it was. Thank you, Ladies!

-- Michelle Barnes and Jane Hutton

Christ Church Rocks at ‘The Big Sing’

On Sunday, November 6", choir gowns were quickly removed and excitement filled the air!
Yes, we knew we had to eat fast and be on the bus at 1:00 pm sharp to head down to Roy
Thomson Hall for ‘The Big Sing’ dress rehearsal. As absolutely amazing as Ted Walter is, we
knew he would not wait for any slow pokes! Shouts of: ‘The bus is here! The bus is here!”
echoed throughout the church. Everyone claimed their spot on the big yellow bus and Ruth
took attendance. And then we were on our way!

We arrived at Roy Thomson Hall and somehow
managed to get to where we were supposed to be.
Of course we had to take a few photos to document
our experience along the way. We were a bit like
unsupervised kids taking everything in. Our talented
leader was at the organ! We all felt so proud that our
André was the guest organist for this big event. The
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rehearsal began with hundreds of voices singing along with the North York Salvation Army
Band. Wow! What an amazing sound! And then the organ kicked in! Wow again! Singing
songs like Hark the Herald Angels Sing and Jesus Christ is Risen Today with a brass band,
pipe organ, and hundreds of voices is truly an experience to be felt and treasured.

Once the dress rehearsal was completed, we headed down the road for
dinner. André trusted us enough to hold the reservation on his credit card!
The food and company was wonderful. We had a great mix of friends
ranging in age from 2 months to over 80! But who's counting? We were
certainly a noisy bunch having a good time. Soon it was time to head back
and be ready for the downbeat.

Of course, as you can probably imagine, we

were a respectable, professional group of

singers. As soon as we saw our families and
friends arrive in the audience, we were wildly waving and flailing
our arms around to get their attention to look at us! ‘Where’s
Mary? Oh, there’s Ward and Deanne. | can’t see
Florence....Where is she sitting? Oh there’s Bobbi with her baby
and William. Have you found Mary yet?’ Yes, we were
professionally excited!

The concert was amazing! What else can | say? Ruth Walter
described it beautifully. “The selections that the Highland Creek
Pipe and Drum Band played to commemorate Remembrance
Day were both beautiful and haunting. The solo voice of 11 year
old Evan Morin when he led the choir in singing the
arrangement of He's Got the Whole World in His Hands left us in
awe. The rich tenor voice of Hiram Joseph in his vocals and
duet were also very inspirational. Who could forget the talented
artist who, with abstract strokes of paint, transformed an empty
canvas into the face of Jesus when he turned the canvas
upright, as the band played quietly?”

Perhaps one of the most positive results to emerge from this
experience has been the strengthening of friendships
between people who usually worship at different services.
Thursday night rehearsals were so welcoming and inclusive
to anyone who wanted to be a part of The Big Sing. André
and the senior choir looked after all of us rookies and a great
laugh was had by all. A special thanks once again to André
for setting us up with this awesome experience. Also, thanks
again to Ted, who kept the wheels on the bus going round
and round!

-- Cathy Clark
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Congregation Contributions
Colours in the Storm

On October 22" the audience in Christ Church enjoyed a musical play about the mysterious
life and death of Canadian painter Tom Thomson, organized to raise money for Our Place
Peel.

Most of the cast had previously performed the play at the Arts and Letters Club in Toronto and
at the Princess Margaret Hospital. For this performance our own Steve Burlock added his
strong voice to the show. Jim Betts’ haunting melodies mixed with lively jigs and clever lyrics
sounded especially fine in the acoustics of the church.

Although the audience was relatively small, we managed to raise $2,000.00, with a later
donation of $500.00 to give to Our Place Peel. Our Place Peel was also very pleased with the
box of donations of food and toiletries they were able to take back to the shelter.

The cast and musical director were delighted with the reception they received at the church.
Special thanks goes to John Hall, Martha Whittaker, Elizabeth Walker, Chris Breen, Penny
Batey, Grace and Ron Andrews, George Kee and all those who contributed in any way to the
evening’s success.

-- Nancy Kee

Update on Haiti's God's Littlest Angels

Since the Earthquake in Haiti, The God's Littlest Angels (GLA) has had many changes. They
were on the news after the quake, as they were relatively free of damage and had contacts to
the outside world. This publicity worked for them and they received more funding as a result.
Because most of their children had already been assigned to families and were awaiting the
government to slowly process the paperwork before the quake, the whole process was
expedited after, and Dixie with staff, accompanied these children to their "forever families”
country within 6 weeks.

After that, GLA were able to take traumatized children from a damaged Orphanage in the
capital, and get them settled in at GLA, all while distributing donated goods to the communities
about them. It took several months for things to get to Haiti, get unloaded, and shipped to the
orphanage. There were shipments from several areas and countries. Donations from members
of Christ Church were sent in one of the shipments. Unloading and distributing was hard work
for the staff as they had lost homes and family members too.

Dixie and her husband started the orphanage years ago and it has grown with donations and
volunteers since. Now they are in the process of building a new Toddler House and Staff
House. These were in the long term hope/plans before the quake. It is amazing what can be
done with dreams and faith. GLA has a new fund raiser and several web sites which you can
visit if you want more information. Just google “God's Littlest Angels” and you can get your own
updates, if you would like.

We, Christ Church, were thanked for our small part, but Haiti needs our prayers still.

-- Jane Hutton
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A Tribute to the Late Fred Bacon

In my life, | have had two mentors who launched me on a musical journey. The first was my
late father, an Anglican clergyman in a small parish on the Pacific coast of British Columbia.
The organist was a school teacher who advised Dad that he would be away all summer. | was
10 years old and had started piano lessons when | was five.

Dad came home and encouraged me to be the organist for the summer, which | did. | became
the fulltime organist at Trinity Church, Wiarton, Ontario when | was 13. Because of that, the
bandmaster invited me to join the town band. So Dad launched me into organ playing and
brass band instruments.

My second mentor was Fred Bacon, a quiet-spoken man with firm principles and a great
passion for music. My family moved to Brampton in 1959. In the fall of 1960, after university, |
joined the choir here at Christ Church, and the Brampton Citizens’ Band. In both these
organizations, Fred Bacon’s infectious love of music was instrumental — pardon the pun —in
guiding me further in my music.

At that time, the organ console was below the chancel steps, and the two short choir pews
beside the present console were full length. Fred’s choir in those days filled all 6 of the full-
length pews. His loving wife, Ruth, was a wonderful soprano, and their relationship was
beautiful to see.

Fred taught us discipline, pride in presenting the music well, good humour and excellent
diction. He had an enthusiastic junior choir, which provided graduates to the senior choir. Mrs.
Ottie Glenney was organist then.

In December, 1962 the choir went as a group to Massey Hall to Handel's Messiah with the
Toronto Symphony Orchestra and Mendelssohn Choir. My wife Jeanne and | were on our first
date, and | often say that the whole darn choir came as chaperones! When we were engaged,
Ruth and Fred treated us all to grilled cheese sandwiches at the Constellation Hotel in Malton
after rehearsal. That was a real treat in those days. The choir sang at our wedding here in
June 1964, with Ken playing the new organ.

In the winter of 1963/64, the present organ was installed. Ken Cuthbert was our organist, and |
was his assistant.

Fred retired in September 1971 after 44 years in the Christ Church choir and 27 as
choirmaster. He was also an active member, musically, and on the executive, of Brampton
Citizens’ Band (now known as the City of Brampton Concert Band).

| think it was in 1961 that Fred had some major dental work done, and this prevented him from
playing his trombone for awhile. | had been playing euphonium, but because the trombone
section was now short of a player and there were 4 euphonium players, Fred encouraged me
to learn trombone. In fact, Ken’s father, Harold Cuthbert, taught me the slide positions, and
from then on | have, and still do, play both middle brass instruments. Fred was also assistant
conductor of the Band, and president for many years. As | was training to be a chartered
accountant, he encouraged me to be on the executive as treasurer for several years.
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Sadly, Fred’s hearing loss prevented him from carrying on as a singer and player, or even
listening to music, many years ago. But the impact he had on me, and the opportunities he
made available to me musically, have allowed me so much enjoyment over the past 50 years
here in Brampton.

Rest in peace, my friend.
-- George Stephens

What's in a Song?

We hear them, we hum them, we sing them, and we contemplate them. Simple melodies,
complex harmonies, elaborate instrumentation. Music is woven into the fabric of our lives.
Some are blessed and some find it simple filler when other sounds stop. For some, it is the air
they breathe and life without music would be similar to losing your footing on an arduous uphill
climb.

We sing songs about history, events, love won and lost, understanding, enlightenment and
philosophy. Songs are markers that remind us of a time or place. This is the time and place of
Advent; God come down among us. The contemplation of this provides hours of thought.

Bill Batstone offered his thoughts on this subject in his song He Took the Form of a Man.

One day an infant cry, into a troubled land
Joined the hosts on high in peace, goodwill towards man

God'’s thoughts and ways are not our own
And | can’t understand
How he wrapped his love in flesh and blood
And took the form of a man

Jesus, lowly born, brought riches to the earth
The Lord of heaven came down, risking human birth

The one who dwells in perfect light chose to call u s his “own”
The selfless One, in love came down and took the fo  rm of a man
He took the form of a man

May the songs of Advent and Christmas provide us with excitement and joy as we consider the
meaning of this season.

-- Sally Campbell
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Stewardship Message

The following is reprint of an article on page 4 of the November 2011 edition of The Anglican.
The author, Peter Misiaszek, is the diocese’s director of Stewardship Development and with
his permission is reprinted here. Peter uses the term “PAR” (Pre-Authorized Remittances),
while we use the term “PAG” (Pre-Authorized Givings). At Christ Church, our PAG remittances
represent approximately 1/3 of our regular envelope subscribers. The monthly amount
received from your PAG is of great assistance as it serves to normalize givings throughout the
year, enabling more accurate planning and forecasting.

Is your giving up to PAR?

There was a time when one of the first things | did at the beginning of each year was to
sign 52 post-dated cheques and insert them into my weekly offertory envelopes. That
way, | could guarantee that on any given Sunday | was prepared for the passing of the
collection plate. What might seem like a rather innocuous exercise was actually quite
intentional. Each year, | prayerfully reflected on the blessings in my life and made a
commitment to give back to God what is God’s in the first place. | found this discipline
helpful on my spiritual journey and actually came to look forward to it. Nowadays, my
weekly giving is made through Pre-Authorized Remittance (PAR) but the process is no
less intentional.

Whenever we hear stewardship spoken of in terms of the gift of our first fruits, PAR
becomes the vehicle most often used to make that a reality. By making a monthly gift to
the church through our bank account, we demonstrate the important role the church
plays in our lives and the value we place on ensuring that the church’s ministry needs
are met.

Pre-Authorized Remittance is often presented to church members as a benefit to the
church: it guarantees a stream of reliable revenue, supports ministry in our absence,
helps the stewardship team plan for future expenses, and provides peace of mind to
churchwardens and clergy alike. Rarely does our conversation about PAR focus
primarily on the theology of giving, but that's where its use should be squarely focused.
Pre-Authorized Remittance is good theology.

In ancient Israel, the practice of consecrating first fruits to the Lord sprang up naturally
among agricultural people from the belief that the first (and hence best) of the harvest
should be offered to God in thanksgiving for all the gifts received during the growing
season. Today, the fruit of our labour most often comes in the form of money (though it
can come in terms of time and talent as well) which we use to purchase those things
that nurture and sustain us.

The concept of giving our first fruits illustrates giving to God from a grateful heart, and it
sets a pattern of giving back to God the first (and the best) of what God has given us.
Pre-Authorized Remittance is useful, as it inclines us to think about the needs of the
church and its ministry before other priorities begin to compete for our time and
resources. This might seem like a radical departure from the act of making a weekly
offering on the collection plate, but it helps us realize that if we are to be truly intentional
about giving, it must become a priority in our life. Pre-Authorized Remittance ensures
consistency, reliability and commitment.
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As many parishes enter the time of year when they plan their annual giving or pledge
campaign, the challenge is often to encourage people to give more, to be more
sacrificial in the level of their proportionate giving. As an alternative campaign, why not
set a parish challenge to increase the number of PAR givers, perhaps aiming for a third
or half of the congregation? In doing so, you will help ensure that the ministry needs of
the church can be met even when members are absent, and you will provide givers with
another opportunity to embrace the life of the steward more fully

Today, with the beginning of Advent, we are asked to prepare our hearts to celebrate the birth
of our Lord, similar to Lent, it is a time of intentional reflection. Advent is also the beginning of a
new church year and with that we invite you to reflect with grateful hearts on all the gifts God
has entrusted to you:

Consider how you spend your time, and how you might spend more of it doing God'’s
work.

Consider your talents: God has given each of us abilities and passions. How can we
use them to further the reign of Christ?

Consider your treasure. If you do not already practice intentional giving, consider
whether now might be a good time to start.

Forms to subscribe and/or amend your PAG are available at the Parish Office or you may
contact our Envelope Secretary, Valerie Brown, for assistance. As always our offerings to
Christ Church remain known only to our Envelope Secretary, your individual household and
God.

-- Martha Whittaker

Upcoming Organ Concerts Featuring André Rakus

Thursday, December 15, 2011 at 12:15 pm
Metropolitan United Church
56 Queen Street East, Toronto (416-363-0331)

Sunday, April 29, 2012 at 5:15 pm
Washington National Cathedral
Massachusetts and Wisconsin Avenues, NW
Washington, DC USA (202-537-6200)

Monday, May 28, 2012 at 12:15 pm

ORGANIX - Toronto's 7th Annual Organ Festival
Church of the Holy Trinity — with Mike Barth, Trumpet
10 Trinity Square, Toronto (416-598-4521)
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Community Outreach Update

In the season of Advent we remember the words of the Magnificat (Luke 1:46b-55) where Mary
thanks the Lord upon learning that she will bring forth Jesus, the Son of God. Imagine her
strength of character and her trust in God, in spite of the risks to her reputation. Mary’s
response to God’s call is complete trust in his redemptive purpose. We, as followers of Jesus,
are also invited to respond to God'’s call to a grace-filled and worshipful heart just as Mary did.
Such worship extends through deeds of love and mercy, “filling the hungry with good things”.

In September and October alone, an astonishing $12,000 was raised for outreach in events
that were either directly sponsored by Christ Church, or where your fellow parishioners had a
great deal of involvement. Some of these highlights include:

The local chapter of the Stephen Lewis Foundation’s Grandmothers to Grandmothers
(BramGrans) held a fashion show raising $3,300 for AIDS orphans in Africa.

A team from Christ Church participated in the Ride for Refuge raising $2,600 for
Regeneration. Regeneration is a local outreach operating out of Grace United, where
annually 18,500 breakfasts are served.

Our Place Peel, Peel's only emergency shelter for youth aged 16 to 21, received $2,500
as a result of the Toronto Art and Letters Club production of Colours in the Storm.

Close to $3,600 was collected for Eurovangelism and the Diocese of Moosonee.

In these and so many other acts of compassion and mercy, our hearts really do “magnify the
Lord and [our] Spirit[s] rejoice in God [our] Saviour”.
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St. Clement’s College of Preaching
| love to preach and I love to hear others preach.....

As one who believes in the centrality of preaching in pastoral ministry, | was not disappointed
by this year’s St. Clement’s College of Preachers, which was held at the Queen of the Apostles
Renewal Centre in Mississauga from November 7" to 10™.

This bi- annual event supported by St. Clement’s Parish and the Archbishop Garnsworthy
endowment brought together selected clergy from the Diocese of Toronto, Montreal, Calgary
and Quebec to hear from God, each other and this year’s theme speaker the Rev. Dr. Lillian
Daniel. Daniel is Senior Pastor at First Congregational Church in Glen Ellyn lllinois (Chicago)
and co-host of the Chicago based television program 30 Good Minutes. She has formed many
good preachers out of her students at both Yale Divinity School and the Chicago Theological
Seminary and is, herself, one of a newer generation of great North American preachers.

This year’s theme “The use of personal Narrative and Testimony in Preaching” challenged us
to reclaim personal narrative and testimony in ways that keep God both as the subject and the
object of proclamation. In striving for authentic personal witness, one should never become the
“hero” but rather “one beggar telling other beggars where to find bread”. It’s in this authenticity
that the preacher’s witness proves accessible and applicable and it is where bridges are built
from the good news story of Jesus to the listener.

It is in the reclaiming of personal testimony that Daniels believes the church recovers the
capacity for lay people to express their faith and thus their ability to share their faith with
others. She advocates not only personal narrative in preaching but lay “testimonies” on
Sunday morning as well.

| found Daniels refreshing and insightful. Her proclamation reminded me that good preaching is
not so much about the sharing of information, an announcement, but rather the connection of
our own selves to proclamation to provide an accessible invitation eliciting a response. Daniels
is exceptionally gifted, helpful and accessible. Although deeply “personal”, her illustrations
were never “private” in such a way as to distract the listener from God. She always rooted her
story in the story of Holy Scripture as good sermons always are. There is, after all